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7th High Level Dialogue Conference of the 
China Europe Water Platform  
 

 
The 7th High Level Dialogue Conference of the China Europe Water Platform 
took place in Guimaraes, Portugal, on the 8th of November 2019. This 
Ministerial Meeting was jointly led by of the Minister of Environment and 

Climate Action of Portugal, Mr. João Pedro Matos Fernandes, and by the 
Minister of Water Resources of China, Mr. E. Jinping.  
 
This meeting also counted with the presence of other European High-Level 
representatives, such as the Minister for Energy and Water Management of 

Malta, Mr. Joseph Mizzi, the Vice-Minister of Agriculture and Forestry of 
Finland, Mrs. Jaana Husu-Kallio, the Director-General of the Swedish Agency 
for Marine and Water Management, Mr. Jakob Granit, the Deputy Head of 
Cabinet of Minister of Environment, Territory and Sea of Italy, Mr. Alessandro 

Zagarella, the General Director of the International Office for Water, Mr. Eric 
Tardieu and the Chief Advisor to the Minister for the Environment of Denmark, 
Mr. Henrik Dissing. The European Commission was also taking part of this 
meeting, being represented by Mrs. Joanna Drake, Deputy Director General of 
DV ENV. Holland and Italy were also represented in this High-Level Meeting.  
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As a result of this meeting a Ministerial Declaration was signed identifying the 
priority areas for further cooperation between European countries 
represented in this Platform and China.  In this document, European countries 
and China commit themselves to push for attainment of the Agenda 2030 

Water-Related Goals, to promote high-level mutual visits and expertise 
change, as well as to improve water governance policy and explore initiatives 
for joint research. Water saving, smart water conservation, sustainable 
hydropower, ecological protection and source to sea management were 
identified as priority areas for the future.   

 
 

 
 

 
The China-Europe Water Platform is a mechanism that aims to foster the 
cooperation between China and Europe in the field of water, namely in its 

political, scientific and business perspectives. Bearing this in mind, the 
organizers of this High-Level Conference decided to arrange several events at 
the margins of this Ministerial Meeting covering all the perspectives of this 
Platform.  
 

 
 

Workshop on Circular Economy  
 
A workshop on circular economy was organized by the Portuguese Ministry of 
Environment, the Ministry of Water Resources of China and the University of 
Évora on the afternoon of the 6th of November. This was one of a series of 

three workshops dedicated to this issue that will take place until 2021. It was 
a very relevant moment for sharing best practices and know-how on what 
concerns this promising and key subject.  
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Circular economy is a top priority for water saving both in Europe as in China 
and it was very interesting to learn about concrete projects being implement 
in China and Europe. For example, from an European perspective, there was 
a presentation from the European Union on the recent proposal for a 

Regulation on Water Reuse and some concrete projects were presented, such 
as the EDIA project on circularity of water in the development of Alqueva, or 
the Turku University Applied Sciences work on urban waters. From China there 
was a presentation on the work that is being developed in Changde City, as 
well as a presentation by the International Centre on Small Hydro Power. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Business Forum  
 

On 7th November the Business Forum of China Europe Water Platform, took 
place in Hotel Guimarães to discuss water cooperation between China and the 
EU. The event was attended by more than 150 people, coming from European 
and Chinese companies, as well as from distinguished European institutions 

acting in the field of water. 
 
During the morning session of this seminar there was a substantial exchange 
of views and best practices in strategic themes such as adaptation to climate 
change, digital transformation and smart water management, water saving 

and water conservation and innovative management instruments.  
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In the afternoon, the Portuguese Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of 
Water Resources of China and the University of Évora organized a more 

interactive session between European and Chinese companies. In this session, 
representatives of companies from both regions had the opportunity to 
present themselves on a very concise pitch session and to try to identify where 
they could cooperate with others.  
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During this session, and in accordance with their experience and field of 
activity, presentations were organized by three different themes - rural and 
urban water conservation, water resources monitoring equipment and smart 

management and water ecological restoration and protection.  
 
There were 64 participants in the sessions, 31 representing Chinese companies 
and 33 coming from European institutions.  
 

During this session, some of the most relevant problems companies are facing 
were introduced and can be summarized as following:  

 Water quality control; 

 Water saving technologies;  

 Financing of water services 

 Water governance;  

 Wastewater treatment modern technologies. 

At the same time, companies were also presenting some solutions and 

innovative approaches, namely: 

 Water extractions technologies for deep resources; 

 Water reuse technologies; 

 Artificial Intelligence and Big Data for a better water quality 

management; 

 Robotics and Artificial Intelligence for a better wastewater 

treatment; 

 New infrastructural and chemical solutions for wastewater 

treatment; 
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 New technical and materials solutions for dams. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Business exhibition 

 
During the 7th and the 8th of November, a business exhibition was located at 

Hotel Guimarães’s parallel space where both Chinese and European 
companies had the opportunity of presenting their own profile and 
disseminate experiences and innovative solutions. Conditions were created to 
facilitate bilateral contacts among them. 
 

 
 

Climate change impacts on water resources management in EU and 

China Workshop 
 

On the 7th of November the first CEWP’s Climate Change Workshop was 
organized in Hotel Guimarães. Several experts were gathered from EU and 

China to discuss different aspects of interaction between Climate Change (CC) 
and water resources. 
 
Several speakers elaborated on the possible direct and indirect impacts of 

Global Change on the water sector, namely direct risks to water quality, 
water-related impacts on nature, ecotone and aquatic ecosystems, on 
terrestrial ecosystems, on agriculture and food security, on energy 

http://www.cewp.eu/


7 
     Report   

    
     18.12.2019 
 

 Twitter @ChinaEUwater         #CEWP          www.cewp.eu          cewp.mwr.gov.cn 

production, on water infrastructures, on urban livelihood and on international 
crisis, migrations and conflicts. 
 
The workshop has been a forum were the potential contribution of CEWP for 

helping in dealing with the challenges of the CC has been discussed. Some of 
the key contribution include favoring shared understanding of processes and 
trends in EU and China, pushing Central and Local governments to take 
Climate Change issues into everyday policy development and in the design of 
more appropriate governance structures, favoring common effort in 

developing and adopting adequate technologies, putting forward mitigation / 
adaptation strategies and financing joint R&D programs to tackle CC-related 
issues. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Alignment of EU and Chinese research funds on water Workshop  
 

On the 8th of November in Hotel Guimarães a Workshop on Alignment of EU 
and Chinese Research Funds on Water was organized by the Portuguese 

Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of Water Resources of China and the 
University of Évora. The session was organized to identify and prioritize EU-
China water research flagship projects.  
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In this event, there were experts from both China and Europe, and from the 
four different focus areas that the Platform is developing: Water Management 
and Ecological Security, Water and Energy, Water and Urbanisation, Water 
and Food Security. The Climate Change Seminar was also providing some in-

puts, as well as business initiatives were presented. 
 
The first part of the workshop included oral presentations from Chinese and 
European institutions. This session was followed by four parallel workshop 
sessions, for each of the focus areas, where it was possible to identify, 

prioritize and categorize them as global challenges of Horizon Europe as well 
as Chinese priority areas identified in Budapest. 
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This action is co-funded by the European Union and P.R. China. 
The project partners are solely responsible for the contents, which 

do not necessarily reflect the views of the funding parties. 
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